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From Chief of Naval Operations

Subj: M SSION, FUNCTI ONS AND TASKS OF COMVANDER, OPERATI ONAL
TEST AND EVALUATI ON FORCE ( COMOPTEVFOR)

Ref : (a) 10 U. S.C. 2399
(b) DOD Directive 5000.1 of 23 Cctober 2000
(c) U S. Navy Regul ations, Section 0311

Encl: (1) COMOPTEVFOR Functions and Tasks

1. Purpose. To delineate COMOPTEVFOR m ssion, functions and
tasks as directed in references (a) and (b) and per reference

(c).

2. Mssion. COMOPTEVFOR shall test and eval uate weapon
systens, ships, aircraft and equi pnent in the anticipated
operational environnment against the anticipated threat,

enpl oyi ng typi cal operators and maintainers. Additionally,
COMOPTEVFOR shal | devel op and val i date procedures and tactics
for enploying these itens, and when directed by the Chief of
Naval QOperations (CNO, shall assist Devel opi ng Agenci es (DAs)
in the acconplishnment of their Devel opnental Test and Eval uati on
( DT&E) .

3. Status and Command Rel ati onshi ps. COVOPTEVFCR is an

oper ati onal comrand under the direction of a Comrander who
reports directly to the CNO. The Comrander has direct access to
the CNO, CNO Staff and Fleet Commanders as necessary to carry
out his assigned m ssions.

a. Conmmand:

Echel on

1 - Chief of Naval Operations
2 - Commander, Operational Test and Eval uati on Force

b. Area Coordination: Commander, Navy Region Md-Atlantic.
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4. Commanded, Tenant, Supported and Supporting Activities and
Det achnent s.

a. COVOPTEVFCR is the Immedi ate Superior in Conmand of:
| medi ate Headquarters Staff, COMOPTEVFOR Detachnent Norf ol k,
Virginia and COMOPTEVFCOR Det achnment Point Loma, California.

b. COMOPTEVFOR has Operational Control (OPCON) of aircraft
squadrons conducting operational testing:

(1) Air Test and Eval uation Squadron ONE (VX-1), and
VX-1 detachnents, Atlantic Fleet. Admnistrative Control is
provi ded by COVNAVAI RLANT

(2) Air Test and Eval uation Squadron NI NE (VX-9) and VX-
9 detachnments, Pacific Fleet. Adm nistrative Control is
provi ded by COVNAVAI RPAC

c. COVOPTEVFOR wi Il take OPCON of ships, aircraft and units
provi ded by Fl eet Conmanders for testing of CNO designated

projects. Normally, submarines will not be assigned to
COMOPTEVFOR, but will remai n under OPCON of the appropriate
submari ne operational commander. Subnmarine services wll be

schedul ed to support COMOPTEVFOR in the conduct of Test and
Eval uation (T&E) Projects.

d. COVOPTEVFOR does not host any tenant activities.
e. COMOPTEVFOR supports:

(1) CNO by providing recoomendations for fleet rel ease
of new and i nproved systens and systens under devel opnment. This
recommendation i s based upon an eval uation of each systems
ef fectiveness and suitability in achieving its operational
requirenents.

(2) Systens devel opers, by providing operational test
support for new systens acquisition and inprovenents. This
support may include identifying areas of risk where the system
may not achieve its operational requirenments and recommendati ons
to proceed to the next acquisition mlestone or programrevi ew.

(3) Ofice of the Secretary of Defense (OSD) for Joint
Test and Eval uati on prograns.
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(4) OSD Advanced Concept Technol ogy Denonstrations and
Advanced Technol ogy Denonstrations.

(5) United States Joint Forces Conmand Joi nt
Experi nent ati on.

(6) United States Navy Fleet Battle Experinents.

(7) OSD and U.S. Navy Science and Technol ogy
Initiatives.

(8) O her services and agencies in acconplishnment of
their testing and eval uation requirenents.

f. COMOPTEVFOR receives support from

(1) CNO, who through the Director, Test and Eval uation
and Technol ogy Requirenments (CNO N091), provides direction
regarding policy, priorities and technical and procedural
gui dance, as well as financial support for matters relating to
t he T&E program

(2) Systens Commanders ( COMWNAVAI RSYSCOM
COWNAVSEASYSCOM and COVSPAVWARSYSCOM), who provi de financi al
support for early involvenent by operational testers during
program devel opnment. Early involvenent is defined as support
for any programrelated activity (integrated product team
participation, analysis, DT assists, etc.) that will not result
in a fleet rel ease recomendati on by COMOPTEVFOR

(3) Fleet Commanders in Chief, who provide ship,
aircraft and units fromtheir forces to conduct operational
tests.

(4) Navy Shore Activities. To facilitate information
exchange with shore units, direct liaison is authorized with
Systens Commanders for technical matters relating to Research
Devel opnent Test and Eval uation (RDT&E) prograns, wth
intelligence commands for matters relating to threat definition
and with other shore activities that may support COMOPTEVFOR in
acconpl i shnment of the assigned m ssion.

(5) Oher mlitary services and governnent agencies,
through |iaison and i nformati on exchange with counterparts in

3
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ot her services and with other governnent agencies involved in
RDT&E, including science and technology initiatives.

5. Action. COMVOPTEVFOR will ensure performance of the
functions and tasks contained in enclosure (1).

WLLIAM J. FALLON
Admral, U S. Navy
Vi ce Chief of Naval Operations

Di stribution:
SNDL 26F3 ( COMOPTEVFOR)

Copy to:
SNDL 21A (FLEET CI NCS)
FJA10 ( NAVMAC)
FKALA ( COWNAVAI RSYSCOV)
FKA1B ( COVBPAWARSYSCOM
FKALG ( COVNAVSEASYSCOM)
COWNAVREG M DLANT
ALL DI VI SI ONS OF OPNAV
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COMOPTEVFOR FUNCTI ONS AND TASKS

Function. Carry out assigned responsibilities as the Navy's

i ndependent Qperational Test and Eval uation (OT&E) agency under
the command of CNO. Serve as a principal advisor to CNO on al
Departnent of the Navy OT&E matters. These tasks are assigned:

1. Monitor RDT&E prograns conducted within the operating forces
and make recommendations to the CNO and Fl eet Commanders to
enhance RDT&E program effectiveness.

2. Establish early and continuing liaison with the DA to ensure
mut ual under st andi ng of respective test requirenents and pl ans.
Participate in planning all phases of DI&E that nay satisfy OT&E
obj ectives and assist in the DI& efforts. Monitor DT&E and
conment on rel evant OT&E i ssues.

3. Review acquisition program docunentation to ensure docunents
are adequate to support a neani ngful OT&E program and to provide
resolution to critical operational issues. Report adequacy
findings to CNO ( N6/ N7/ N8/ N091) .

4. Plan, conduct and report on all OT&E assigned to Navy.
Report on all OT&E directly to CNO VCNO as appropri ate.

5. Conduct Foll ow on Qperational Test and Evaluation to
conplete deferred testing, verify correction of deficiencies
identified fromprevious testing and finish inconplete/waived
testing. Test and evaluate hardware and software alterations
t hat change system capability (operational effectiveness and
suitability), including system upgrades.

6. Develop initial tactics and procedures for enpl oynent of new
systens that undergo OT&E, or as directed by CNO through
liaison with Commander, Naval Strike Air Warfare Center and
Commander, Surface Warfare Devel opnent G oup

7. Ensure Qperations Security requirenents are nmet during al
OT&E functi ons.

8. Act as CNO s agent for coordination and scheduling of fleet

services in support of RDT&E and Operational Test and Eval uation
progr ans.

Encl osure (1)
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9. Momitor and report on other T&E efforts directed by CNO
10. Provide recommendations to the CNO for the devel opnent of

new capabilities or the upgrade of Navy ranges, test facilities,
simul ators and ot her assets used for OT&E

Encl osure (1) 2



